Demande de renseignements écrits

d’Option consommateurs à Gazifère

27 août 2001

1. Références : 
GI-4 doc. 1 ligne 4, GI-13 doc. 1 Q-A4 et GI-13 doc. 12 p. 1 lignes 4.3 et 4.4

· Concernant le compte différé pour le programme d’efficacité énergétique, dans la première référence, il est fait mention d’un montant de 92 800$ devant être récupéré cette année et dans la troisième référence on indique plutôt un montant total de 136 200$. Conciliez ces deux montants et indiquez lequel est effectivement demandé par Gazifère dans les tarifs 2001-2002.

· Veuillez produire une ventilation de ce montant.

Réponses :

a) Voir la réponse à la question 18 de la Régie, GI-18, document 1, page 21.

b) Voir la réponse à la question 6 de la Régie, GI-18, document 1, page 7.

2. Référence :
GI-13 doc. 1 et GI-15 doc. 1

Préambule :

At page 2 of 3 in GI-13, Document 1, the Company explains its proposal to allocate DSM indirect costs.  It states: "Indirect Program costs include expenditures which relate to the management and administration of all DSM programs" (emphasis added).  It then proposes to allocate on the basis of the number of customers in each class, even though this allocation inevitably results in almost all of the Indirect Costs being borne by residential customers. 

The development of DSM programs for industrial and commercial customers may require more customer-specific management and administration,(see GI-15, especially at page 11 (manual review of commercial customers accounts), pages 30-31,32, and  p 35 (proposed market research).  Gazifere has added three new programs (see p. 36 summary). for its commercial/industrial customers for 2002, which required indirect R&D costs. 

· Please provide a breakdown of indirect program costs showing the amounts per customer class (i.e. residential, commercial and industrial) and calculate the average costs per customer in each of these classes.

Response

For the 2002 test year, Gazifère is proposing to recover in rates the balance of its DSM deferral account as at February 28, 2001.   This represents DSM expenditures incurred from March 2000 (actual expenditures July 2000) to February 2001 as approved by the Régie in D-2001-55, page 15.   The 2001 DSM deferral account balance to be recovered in the 2002 rates is $92,800 as seen at Exhibit GI-4, Document 1, Page 1.  This is comprised of $15,200 of direct program costs and $77,600 of indirect program costs.  The fully allocated cost study apportions Administrative and General expenses to each of the Company’s operating functions.  Therefore, the costs identified as DSM direct expenditures in the fully allocated costs study found at GI-13, Document 6, Line 4.7 total $21,800 and DSM indirect costs found at Line 4.8 total $111,400.  The forecast expenditures for the 2002 DSM plan will be captured in a deferral account and disposed of as part of the 2003 rate case.

The direct program costs have been assigned to the Rate 2, residential rate class to reflect the fact that the expenditures reported in the 2001 DSM deferral account have been incurred to implement residential DSM programs only.

The majority of the indirect costs were for consulting fees.  Consultants were retained to develop a comprehensive DSM for all customer classes with the emphasis on implementing Residential DSM programs for fiscal 2001.  Other indirect costs include programming fees which were incurred mainly to track the effectiveness of the Residential DSM programs.  Therefore, the 2001 DSM deferral account balance for indirect program costs have been allocated to the customer classes based on customer numbers to reflect the fact that the expenditures incurred have been largely driven by the number of participants in these programs.  As mentioned at Exhibit GI-13, Document 1, Page 2, Answer 4,  as the Company continues to develop and implement DSM programs for its commercial and industrial customers it will review its proposed methodology to ensure that it is still appropriate.

The attached schedule depicts the allocation of indirect costs to the rate classes and the average cost per customer.

[image: image1.png]ALLOCATION OF INDIRECT DSM PROGRAM COSTS

Indirect DSM Program Costs (1 Total Rate 1 Rate?  Rate3 Rated Rate5 Rated
Consulting Fees § 100760 § 8593 § 92123 § 20§ 8§ 4§ 12
centsim3 0.0476 00159 01525 00009 00002 00000 0.0000
Programming Fees § B84% § 719§ 7703 § 2§ 185 - 8 1
cents/m3 0.0040 00013 00128 00001 00000 00000 0.0000
Miscellaneous Expenses § 2289 195 2094 i i i i
cents/m3 00011 0.0004 00035 00000 00000 00000 0.0000
Total § 111475 § 9507 § 10190 § 2§ 9§ 4§ 13
cents/m3 00527 00176 01692 00010 00002 00000 0.0000

Typical Annual Customer Impact § 4438 508§ 115§ 443§ - | § -

Note 1:_includes A&G apportionment




3. Référence : 
GI-15 doc. 1 et GI-23 doc. 1 de la cause R-3446-2000

· Veuillez reprendre le tableau de la page 33 de la deuxième référence et présenter les résultats les plus récents quant aux dépenses encourues en 2000-2001, ainsi que les projections les plus récentes au 30 septembre 2001.

Réponse :
  

Voir la réponse à la question 30 de la Régie, GI-18, document 1, page 39.
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